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Now that you are in your third year at Broughton Hall you are nearing the time 

when, with the advice of your teachers and the help of your parents, you will 

have to make decisions about your future course of study.  

 

The decisions you make will help to develop your individual interests and  

abilities.  

 

In making your choices you should consider:  

 

¶ Which subjects interest you most?  

¶ If you have the ability to succeed in these subjects?  

¶ Does the assessment style of these subjects suit you as a learner?  

¶ How will this choice of subjects impact on future career choices?  

Will doors be closed to you?  

¶ Have you made a personal decision or have you been influenced by 

friendsõ choices? 

 

Read this booklet carefully and seek out the guidance of staff and parents.  In 

making your choices you need to be aware that some subjects are only open to 

a limited number of pupils.  If a subject is oversubscribed, ability in that  

subject and attitude to work will be taken into consideration when selecting 

pupils.  Equally, if the number of pupils for a particular subject is low, the class 

will not be offered.  

 

Mrs Grant, Deputy Head Teacher , is happy to deal with any queries regarding 

the Curriculum.  

 

 

 

 

KEY STAGE 4 
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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION   



 

 

In years 7-9 all pupils studied the same subjects as required by the National Curriculum.   
During years 10 and 11 some subjects are still compulsory but others are optional.  

 

THE CORE 
These subjects are compulsory.  They include:- 

 
RE 

English Language & Literature 
Mathematics 

Science or Science with ICT 

Spanish or Asdan (not Diploma Pathway) 
General PE 

Careers Education and Guidance 
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) 

 

The Electives System is made up of pathways and free choices.  There are three main 
pathways. 

 
Traditional  

Applied  
Diploma  

 

Elective Subjects  
ICT*    Business Studies* 

French    Art & Design*  
History    Dance  

Health & Social Care*  Drama 

Geography   Music 
Technology*      *Applied subjects available 

Physical Education*  
 

 

The Traditional Pathway  
This pathway is for pupils who want to study a broad range of subjects.  The majority of 

pupils will follow this pathway.  Pupils will be required to study Spanish and a Technology 
subject, in addition to choosing two subjects  from the Electives. 

 
The opportunity to study ICT or Media after school exists.  Only a limited number of places 

exist in these After School Classes, and these will be offered on the basis of ability and apti-

tude.  Careful consideration will be given to the impact of this additional workload on a pu-
pilôs ability to succeed at Key Stage 4. 

 
 

The Applied Pathway  

Between 50-60 pupils are likely to select this pathway.  It is for those students who enjoy a 
range of subjects.  They are likely to prefer a more practical, hands on approach to learning 

and benefit from continuous assessment/coursework rather than end of module examina-
tions.  Pupils are able to select one Technology subject and two  Applied Subjects . 

 

Page 3 www.broughtonhall.com  

KEY STAGE 4 ELECTIVES ~ 2010 KEY STAGE 4 ELECTIVES ~ 2010 --  20122012   



 

 

 
 

The Diploma Pathway  

There are two strands to this pathway:  
 

§ Business, Administration and Finance 
§ Creative and Media (studied at Holly Lodge) 

 
The Diploma is equivalent to 7 GCSEs at A*-C and is taught across seven lessons per week.  

It is available to a small number of pupils who show a real interest and aptitude for such a 

pathway.  Pupils opting for this pathway will be expected to have a 6, 6, 5 profile at KS3 
and will have a 94% or better attendance.  Pupils will follow a personalised curriculum 

made up of the Diploma, Core Subjects and one subject chosen from the Electives.  
 

 

 

KEY STAGE 4 ELECTIVES ~ 2010 KEY STAGE 4 ELECTIVES ~ 2010 --   20122012   
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EXAMINATION : MATHEMATICS NEW SPECIFICATION 2010  

EDEXCEL : Specification Module B  (www.edexcel.org.uk)  
 

Higher    Possible grades A*-D (with E 

allowed) 
Foundation    Possible grades C - G 

 
Year 10   June  Unit 1  30% Statistics and Probability 

Year 10   November Unit 2  30% Number, Algebra, Geometry 1 

Year 11   June  Unit 3  40% Number, Algebra, Geometry 2 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
Examinations available March, November and June.  

 
Content  The following Attainment Targets are studied.  The degree of difficulty varies 

depending upon the level. 

 
AT1 Using and Applying Mathematics. These activities will include practical, problem 

 solving and investigational work. 
AT2 Number and Algebra. Use of number, including estimation and approximation,   

 interpreting results and checking reasonableness. Use of symbolic and graphical   

 representation to express relationships. 
AT3 Shape and Space. Use the properties of 2-D and 3-D shapes and use 

 measurement, location and transformation in the study of space.  
AT4 Handling Data. The collection, processing and interpretation of data. Estimating and 

 using probabilities. 

 
Method  

The pupils are taught in sets, each pupil studying the course most suited to her ability.  All 
pupils are given every opportunity to reach their potential in mathematics and will be taught 

by specialist mathematicians. 
 

During the two years  students will develop their knowledge, skills and 

problem solving techniques in a variety of ways, leading to increased 
confidence in their application of mathematics.  

 
Early entry for some groups at Foundation level. This will provide 

additional flexibility in Year 11.  

 
 

For further information on this qualification please contact:  
Mr M Tollitt  

MATHEMATICS  
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CORE SUBJECTSCORE SUBJECTS   



 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMINATION/COURSEWORK  
 
AQA Specification B  
Higher   Possible grades A*-D 
Foundation   Possible grades C - G 
 

Written Examinations  60% (paper I 30%, paper II 
30%)  
Writing coursework 10% 
Reading coursework 10% 
Speaking and Listening coursework 20% 
 

In order to give pupils the maximum opportunity of achieving success in the examination, all pupils 
will be entered for GCSE English in Year 10. They will have four lessons of English a week.  To deliver 
the course and prepare pupils for the examination they will start their coursework in Year 9 from May. 
All written coursework will be completed by the end of the Autumn Term in Year 10 and preparation 
of the Pre-Release examination booklet will commence in January.  

 
Those pupils who do not achieve a good pass will be selected to join a re-sit group for entry in 
November. Additional after-school lessons would need to be attended. 
 
The early entry programme has proven extremely successful with over 76% of the 
current Year 11 already achieving a C or above in their GCSE.  
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
Coursework:  
Speaking and Listening:  A range of speaking and listening activities undertaken during the course, 
three to be selected covering a variety of situations and purposes including the use of standard 
English. 
 

Writing and Reading:  A selection of four pieces:  

¶ personal writing 

¶ writing in response to non -fiction texts  

¶ response to a Shakespeare play 

¶ response to prose 

 
All  pupils will continue with English Literature in Year 11 and have 3 lessons a week. 
 
For some pupils it may be necessary to also attend Study Support lessons, in addition to GCSE 
English, in order to make better progress. Study is designed to improve literacy standards, to give 
additional support and will be taught by an English specialist.  
 

 

For further information on this qualification please contact: Mrs K Poulton  

ENGLISH  
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EXAMINATION/COURSEWORK  

 

AQA Specification B  
 

Higher   Possible grades   A*-D 
Foundation   Possible Grades  C - G 

  

Examination    70% 
Coursework     30% 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  

 
Six substantial texts are studied: 

 

3 Published before 1914 drama, poetry, prose. 
3 Published after 1914 drama, poetry, prose. 

 
Coursework:  

 

A selection of three pieces including response to one drama, one poetry and one prose text, 
none of which has been studied for the examination.  The coursework must demonstrate 

understanding of literary tradition, and appreciation of social, historical and cultural 
contexts.  One of the three pieces must explore relationships/comparisons between texts.  

 
Examination:  

 

Pupils are allowed to have their books with them in the examination, the emphasis being on 
thoughtful personal response rather than memorised quotations and notes.  

 
Work for this course is integrated into English lessons. The aim is to enter all pupils for both 

English and English Literature. 
 

 

For further information on this qualification please contact: Mrs K Poulton  
 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE  
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EXAMINATION / PRACTICAL ASSESSEMENTS  

 
Edexcel 360 Science  

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  

 
§ 2 GCSEs offered namely Core Science examined  

during Year 10, Additional Science examined  

during Year 11. 
 

§ Both GCSEs will be offered at:  Higher    A* - C  
     Foundation  C - G 

 

§ There will be an internally assessed component which will represent 40%  
          of the total assessment. 

 
§ Balanced Science GCSEs covering topics in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
 
 
 
Method  
The aim is to provide all pupils with a balanced science course which includes the major 
concepts, principles and applications of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

 
It is hoped that students will become confident in a technological world, will recognise the 

usefulness and limitations of scientific methods and will be encouraged to take on further 
studies in Science. 

 

This we hope, will be achieved by following a course aimed at active pupil participation, 
backed up by consistent hard work and regular completion of homework.  

 
 

Progression  

Learners are able to progress onto GCE A Levels in Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Science, 
Engineering or Techolology related courses. 

 
For further information on this qualification please contact: Mr M Brierley.  
 

 

SCIENCE 
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EDEXCEL : BTEC FIRST CERTIFICATE  

 
§ Work related qualificaton 

§ Alternative practical based learning 
§ Equal to 2 GCSEs 

§ 100% internally assessed via Portfolio 

§ Balanced Science covering work related topics in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

 
§ Grading system of  Pass   2 grade C GSCEôs 

    Merit   2 grade B GCSEôs 
    Distinction  2 grade A GCSEôs 

 

Candidates for whom a vocational approach is more appropriate will take BTEC Science, 
such students are likely to have achieved a Level 5 in Science at KS3 

 
 

Method  

The aim is to encourage and develop science vocatonal skills, where learners simulate or 
towards the role of being employed as an assistant practitioner / technician during their 

coursework. 
 

Teaching strategies reflect the nature of work within science -based industries, using a 
series of assignment and activities encouraging learners to take responsibility and 

ownership for their learning.  

 
 

Progression  
Learners may progress to GCE Applied Science or a BTEC National in Applied Science or 

enter employment.  

 

For further information on this qualification please contact: Mr M Brierley  

 

 

BTEC EXTENDED CERTIFICATE  
IN APPLIED SCIENCE  
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EXAMINATION  

 
Edexcel Specification A  Unit 3(Year 10) 

Single Tier   Unit 8 (Year 11) 
    Possible grades A* -  G 

 

Examination    100% 
 

Examination at the end of each unit  
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

 
Content  

Unit 3: Religion and life based on a study of Catholic Christianity  
There are four modules within this topic:  

 
Religion and Community Cohesion 

Marriage and Family Life 

Matters of Life and Death 
Believing in God 

 
Unit 8: Religion and Society based on a study of Christianity and at least one 

other religion.  

There are four modules:  
 

Religion: Rights and Responsibilities 
Religion: Environmental and Medical Issues 

Religion: Peace and Conflict 
Religion: Crime and Punishment 

 

Method  
Pupils are taught in sets appropriate to their ability. The sets are determined by outcome of 

continuous assessments in Key Stage 3, consultations with colleagues in RE and other 
subject areas. Lessons are blocked to facilitate movement between sets as necessary. 

 

Pupils will be entered for the most appropriate examination :  
 

Full GCSE 
Short GCSE 

Entry Level GCSE 

 
There are many and varied careers that RE supports. Careers which are involved with 

business, medicine, administration, youth work, social work, teaching , working with young 
and the elderly, personnel and sport - to name but a few. Any career which involves 

working with people - team building, problem solving, management and the use of empathy 
benefits from a GCSE qualification in RE. 

 

For further information on this qualification please contact: Ms M Canny  

RELIGIOUS STUDIES  
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In Key Stage 4 all students take Core PE. This is a non-examination 
subject. The aim is to improve and refine students skills in a range  

of chosen activities. 
 

Targets include:  
 

· Enhanced knowledge and understanding of chosen activities 

 
· Competency and increased confidence in officiating and coaching 

 
· Increased evaluation skills 

 

 
The programmes of study challenge students both physically and intellectually. The desired 

outcome is that students become effective performers, well -informed observers and 
knowledgeable leaders and officials. 

 

 
For further information on this qualification please contact: Mrs K Crummey  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
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EXAMINATION / WRITTEN ASSESSMENTS  

 
Higher Tier   Possible grades  A*- D 

Foundation Tier   Possible grades  C - G 
 

This course is open to pupils who have been studying  

Spanish in 9B1 and 9H1. Other pupils may be considered  
according to their individual circumstances. 

 
Tiers : pupils are entered according to their ability for tests in listening, and reading at 

higher or foundation tier. In speaking and writing the level depends on the work presented 

by the pupils.  It is possible to do higher in one skill and foundation in another. This mixture 
of tiers can help some pupils to achieve a B more easily. 

 
For listening and reading  exams questions will be in English. These exams are marked  

externally and are worth 20% each.  
 

For the speaking , pupils will have to submit two tasks such as an open interaction or role -

play (like a non-scripted play), a discussion with your teacher about a photo or picture that 
you have brought in of something personal to you, or a short presentation about something 

that interests you. These may be done at different times in the course when you are ready. 
The speaking is worth 30%.  

 

For the written assessments  you will carry out two pieces of writing each of a different  
nature, for example an article for a magazine, a web page, a blog, or a letter. Students  

aiming for grade C or above will need to demonstrate more extended writing skills and are, 
therefore, expected to produce over 200 words in each task. Assessments are produced  

under controlled conditions but you may refer to notes and a dictionary. Again, these may 

be done at different times in the course when you are ready. The writing is worth 30%  
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
Sample Topics 

 
Personal information  

General interests 

Leisure activities 
Family and friends 

Lifestyle (healthy eating and exercise) 
 

Customer service and Transactions  

Cafés and restaurants 
Shops 

Dealing with problems 
 

Pupils will build on their existing knowledge of Spanish and will learn further grammatical 
structures and vocabulary while working through the prescribed themes and topics.  

 

For further information on this qualification please contact: Mrs B Davies  

GCSE SPANISH  
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Please note that plans for the new GCSE are still 
being finalised, so the specifications are therefore 
subject to change.  


