
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

REFLECTIONS ON THE TRIP TO SPAIN. 
{ŀƴŘǊŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ DǊŜǘŜΩǎ  ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ aŜǊƛǘΣ aŀǊƛƭƛƴ ŀƴŘ Annika on their visit to Spain 21.-25.11.2009. 
 

Interview (Sandra with Merit) 
Did you fly by plane for the first time, how was it ?  
Actually I didn't fly for the first time, I went to France through the youth exchange project in the summer of  
2006. There wasn't anything bad, but when we were landing then my ears were locked and even hurt a little. 
Was Spain like you imagined ? 
Almost, yes. People are so positive and happy. The sun was shining.  
Are the Spaniards friendly ?  
Yes, sometimes even too friendly. 
Was the time in Spain fabulous? 
Of course it was, although I wanted to be there a little bit longer, enjoy the sun and walk 
alone  
and see the places that I want to see.  
What was the most exciting experience?  
Maybe that we (students) lived in usual Spanish families, we saw how they lived and what kind of homes they 
had, what they ate etc. 
What did you do there ? 
Sang, checked out culture, visited del Prado museum and also we saw Madrid and Mostoles. I enjoyed the new 
experience. 
Is the travel experience positive or negative?  
Rather positive. 
What did you like most, what thing did you like least?  
¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿƘŀǘ L ƭƛƪŜŘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
much. It was hard to communicate with them. Another thing that I didn't like was that in the program there 
was no familiarization and because of that I didn't get to know other people because the free time was spent 
with families.  There could have been some communication games so it would have been better to talk with 
each other. 
 

The first edition of the SPODRAMUS e-journal 

I am very happy to make an introduction to the Estonian section ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ Ŝ-
journal. Now, at the end of December, 2009 we may report that the souls of our schools in England, 
Germany, Spain and Estonia have been enriched by new experience of international partnership, having 
visited the fantastic Mostoles in Spain twice, had a joint concert which included quite a demanding but 
enjoyable repertoire, organised a logo competition, more actively  
than ever recorded our school events in picture and in word (which 
can be seen both on our constantly changing wall paper and school web 
page), had weekly meetings both with student and teacher activity  
groups and what is more important- having enlivened  the whole school 
life of Vändra Gymnasium. Our part of the common e-journal will  
reveal only a tiny part of the activities taken place in the frames of  
our Comenius project- mainly some opinion articles/interviews,  
overviews of school events with pictures taken with our own Comenius  
camera. Enjoy our Christmas dish and learn some Estonian! 
In the name of our school: THANK YOU ALL FOR SHARING THE SOULS OF YOUR SCHOOLS WITH US SO 
FAR! 
Estonian Comenius coordinator Ülle 

 

http://email.broughtonhall.com:2000/WorldClient.dll?Session=WHSBKWE&View=Attachment&Number=1334&FolderID=0&Part=2&Filename=Estonian girls in Madrid.png


Interview ( Grete with Marilin and Annika) 
What was your first impression? 
M: My first impression was elating, especially when we left Madrid airport and 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ƘƻǘŜƭΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ǿŀǎ already 
warmer and the surroundings felt nicer, especially when we just came from 
rainy Estonia. 
A: The first impressions were very good. So much new experiences and 
feelings. We could meet new people and that made the whole thing much 

more interesting. 
What was your purpose of this trip? 
M: Our purpose was to sing, we learned three songs chosen by us and then some other songs that all four 
countries had learned. The result was cool.  
A: The purpose of this trip was to communicate with people so to say through music. 
What benefit did you get from this trip? 
M: The benefit was so big, first we met so many new people from different countries. And second we learned 
so much about Spain, their culture, food and certainly about their people. Besides, I know something about  
the Spanish language and I had a chance to practise it. 
A: We could meet very pleasant people and I even learned some words in Spanish. Certainly I learned to 
express myself better using words and very much body language. Spanish people coulŘƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǾŜǊȅ 
well... 
Did you have any inconveniences? 
aΤ bƻ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ 
several days, you feel like your English level starts dropping, too. 
A: Reaching the host ƘƻƳŜ L ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜΥ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ōŜŘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
problem was solved and I slept on the couch during the rest of my stay. 
How were you welcomed? 
M: We were welcomed pleasantly. The anchormen were already at the airport and they took us to the 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘŀȄƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  
Our host families also welcomed us nicely. They were very nice people, the room was already set and they 
ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŦƻƻŘΦ Altogether I could say that they are very kind and it is common for them to say 'Mi 
casa es su casa' (my home is your home). 
A: I was welcomed very pleasantly. Everybody giggled and kissed. The family was very friendly and emotional. 
The mother of the famiƭȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘΦ {ƘŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ƛƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ L ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴƭȅ αƎǊŀŎƛŀǎέΦ 
She was very happy because of that. 
What did you do with your family? 
aΥ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎe they 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪΦ DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ 
friendly. Most of the time we spent with other students, we went home just to eat. 
!Υ ¦ƴŦƻǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ families. When I got home it was always almost 
midnight and everybody was sleeping. At the host family I just ate and slept. The rest of the time we were 
exploring the city with other young people. 
How were the Spaniards? 
M: They were very energetic and happy, we got kisses on the cheeks all the time. Of course very talkative and 
happy. 
!Υ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ L ǿŀǎ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƻŦŦΦ L Ǝƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ ±ŜǊȅ ŎŀǊƛƴƎΦ  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



¢I9 ¢9!/I9w{Ω htLbLhb{- just two questions... 
What are the main differences between Estonia and Spain and between our schools? 
Ülle Tomigas: First of all the climate- more sunshine and warmth at the end of November, even hot during our 
first visit at the beginning of October in Spain. Then the way of life and everyday routine-we should also take 
some more time off to relax and just talk to our colleagues and family every day-as they do during their siesta. 
And people- they are livelier and more open-minded, we are more reserved and don't reveal our feelings so 
easily. However, we as a small nation, have to learn foreign languages to be able to communicate with 
foreigners- the Spaniards consider it natural that everybody understands Spanish. As to our schools- theirs has 
800 students (12 to 18 year-olds) with around 10% belonging to mionorities (mainly from Ecuador, Morocco, 
Bulgaria, Rumania, the Ukraine, Poland, China and Ecuatorial Guinea). We have only Estonians in our school 
and more than a half less students and teachers than their school (84 teachers). The surroundings of Vändra 
Gymnasium are green and nature- friendly- their school is an urban school surrounded by a high iron fence 
and little space around the schoolhouse. As to the relationships between students and teachers, it seems that 
we are more academic and matter-of-fact- they all seem to be great friends and have warmer relationships. At 
the same time both of the schools seem to give good education and maintain discipline and order- there was 
silence and a real working atmosphere during their lessons as it is the case in our school as well. 
Riina Sikkal: Spain is a mountainous country and it is also much bigger, it could be already noticed from the 
plane window. We came from chilly and rainy Estonia to Spain, where it was pleasurably warm and sunny. 
What is more, people are very friendly in Spain.  In the school there seemed to be a very friendly co-operation 
between students and teachers. 
Liivi Lumijõe: The Spanish people are hotblooded, more temperamental, they hug and kiss while Estonians are 
more precautious, they think several times, before they act. However, Estonians know how to have fun, too. 
Ülle Ütt: LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
being taught and how it is being taught. 
Katrin Palu: I noticed, that in Spain a lot of parents were included to organise and carry out the meeting. 
Tiina Käärman: In Spain the position of teachers is very honoured. Spanish students and teachers are all very 
friendly and emotional.  
The worst punishment for student is to eliminate him/her from school for a day or some days. They try really 
hard to avoid this punishment.  
On a usual schoolday students buy a snack from the school buffet. Breaks are spent outside. During the lunch 
break students go home. In Spain lunch break is really ment for eating and chatting with friends. After this, the 
workday will go on again.  
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀƎǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŜŜƭǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ αǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ōŀƎǎΦά 
Peeter Putk: In Spain te climate is warmer. People are more dark-skinned, they talk more quickly and express 
themselves in a more emotional way than Estonians.  
The school in Spain is surrounded by a high fence and the gates are locked during the schoolday. The 
surrounding area in Vändra Gymnasium is greener and verdurous when we compare it to the school in 
Mostoles. In our school paper trash is not dropped. Our classrooms are more modern than in Mostoles. 

 

 
 
With what kind of emotions did you come back from your trip? 
Ülle Tomingas: I as the coordinator in our school was very much satisfied with the whole trip- everything was 
organised well, as to the concert, we managed well  (many thanks to our music teacher Liivi Lumijõe who had 
done a great job  with us). Each trip abroad broadens your horizon- Toledo, Mostoles and Madrid are not 
unknown places for me any more. It was also a big opportunity to get to know my students and colleagues  



better in a travelling situation and talk to new foreign friends. I became especially close with a teacher from 
Liverpool and I am communicating with a teacher from Germany via e-mail and of course with all the 
coordinators. So- looking forward to meeting the representatives of all 3 partner schools in Vändra in April, 
2010 to do some sport together and gather new good emotions. 
Riina Sikkal:From Spain I got a huge positive charge, although we had to practice singing, which is not my 
strongest side, a lot. The joint singing was really powerful. 
Liivi Lumijõe: With extremely positive emotions. 
Ülle Ütt: Every trip is nice, even if you are working. What I liked the most was definitely the Prado museum. 
Katrin Palu: The concert gave me especially good impressions. 
Tiina Käärman: I came back home with pleasant emotions ς we got assurance that we had learned our music 
program well and we performed it very successfully. The audience liked our program, and it was warmly 
welcomed. As it was my second time to be in Spain, it was nice to meet the Spanish teachers again. In addition, 
our school-leavers are pleasant and sociable girls!  
Peeter Putk: The strongest positive emotions gave me the common singing (with Spanish, English, German 
school singers). It is nice that all the schools started to work in the Comenius project so enthusiastically. 
Interviewed by Merit Lukka, form 12a 

 

 
 

News from Vandra Gymnasium  
A vs B  
hƴ нн hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ α! Ǿǎ .άΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ 
to decide, which one of them from the group is going to attend in a challenge. Both of the 
classes got 5 challenges, where they needed to use their knowledge and skills. There were 
many different challenges for example: limbo dance, throwing the playing cards into the 
hat, watching the cartoons, guessing the music videos, word games, quizzes and so on.  
Our team (form 10) competed against 11th class girls. At first, we had to guess the capitals 
of the European countries. The next one was to guess disfigured songs and videos and the 
third was the quiz. The fourth challenge was to put on frozen and folded t-shirt. This was a 
really cold and wet action. The last thing to do was twisting hula hoop which lasted for a long time. 
Unfortunately we lost.  
 
In short, the competition was interesting and engaging. The evening ended with a small party.  
Sandra Tomingas, Krista Soosaar, Lily Jaanus. 
 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻȄŜǎΩ ōŀǇǘƛsing  aka hunting season in Vändra Gymnasium. 
The event is a welcome new students to the gymnasium and so to 
ǎŀȅ αǘŜǎǘέ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ 
part of the gymnasium. It is a long tradition in our school. What was 
happening during that event this schoolyear? 
 
Early in the morning, at 6am on the 25th September, 2009 
schoolyear the foxes (10th grade) gathered at Vändra bus station. 
Huntsmen (12th grade) waited for them in the park at 6.15 am. 
Eventually Marilin went to the bus station to tell the foxes, that they  

 



are expected in the park. When the 10th grade was present, we lined them up and gave them tails, which we 
had made with love and care, we also made face paintings.  
 
The foxes also had some hometasks. They needed to make a namesign, a cake, take a toothbrush, some white 
cloth and a flagpole with them and find suitful clothing for foxes. We took their schoolbags away. The 
classteacher of the foxes, Anne Vaher, receieved a tail from our classteacher Ülle Tomingas with open arms 
and she was positive and happy all day long. The first task for the foxes was to brush their teeth with mustard, 
at first it seemed unacceptable for them. After a discussion between foxes and hunters, hunters finally had 
their way and foxes brushed their teeth in an enthusiastic way. The next thing foxes needed to do, was to 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŦƭŀƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ŀ ŦƻȄΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻ 
ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻǳŀŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘΦΦΦƴƻǎŜǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ everyone 
had a cute colorful nose. 
  
Then we tied the foxes up with a rope, in order some foxes not to get lost during the schoolway, and made a 
nice walk in the park and near the stadium and moved towards the school. While going to the school, the 
foxes needed to greet people on their way with a bow. They also did some crouches and 
when they reached the school football ground, they had a nice morning gymnastics, weird 
press-ups etc. Latecomers Mattias and Kristjan also did all the things other foxes had done 
during the morning. Finally we gave them their new schoolbags ς trash bags, where they 
ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ǎǘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀƎ όƛǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǘƻƴƛŀƴ ǇǊƻǾŜǊō 
meaning Good luck!), in a direct way. Each trash bag already had a stone in it.  
 
During the schoolday and breaks the foxes had different games: they needed to give a match from mouth to 
mouth, roll a potato with nose on the floury floor, make the longest chain from clothes. During the lunchbreak 
the foxes did not have chairs and they needed to eat or suck the soup with a straw. They also sang a hymn for 
the hunters. Personally I used my dominion over the foxes and before each lesson one of the foxes carried my 
bag to the classroom.  
 
After the lessons the foxes had to go to the park again. They started there with throwing an egg, and it was 
quite funny. As a next activity they played a game, the aim of which was to pass a coin using your body, not 
your hands. Then we had prepared a path that consisted of disgusting components and foxes needed to go 
through it in several ways. After this we organised a relay, where they had to find a sprat  from the flour.  
 
And finally arrived the time when we gave the foxes a fox certificate, but before that they needed to give an 
oath of a real gymnaǎƛǳƳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŜƴǘ ƴƛŎŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
satisfied with the result! Hopefully so were the foxes! 
Mari-Liis Alviste - Translated by Merit Lukka 

 

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅ 
  

hƴ рǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎchool, where senior year students could 
ǘǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŀƪŜ ǘŀƪŜŘƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
teachers, later a coffee-table, a public ceremony and a training. At the end of a day 
teachers could be students again. Senior year students gave art, music and P.E. lessons 
to the teachers. We have to say that teachers still remember the time when they were 
young. 12th grade students had difficulties with teaching children and it was hard to 
have a order in the classroom. At the end they realized that 
teaching is not a piece of cake.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Some opinions of the day by the twelfth-formers. 
Reimo 
.ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣǘƻƻΣ  ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 
job is a very big responsibility and ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΦ !ǎ 
ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ L ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ ƳŜΦ   
 
Marita 
I began my day happily because I had a very nice class. I learnt that a class teacher has to be very patient and a 
good listener. In the art class students asked different questions and I helped them with pleasure. It was a 
really positive day for me.  
 
Kristiina Kuudisiim 
A really positive experience. I was a teacher in the 3rd grade. The children wanted to learn and they were 
good. I gave lessons in the 5th grade, too, they were a little bit impatient but I managed.  
 
Mari-Liis Jaanson 
At the beginnig of the day I was a little bit afraid because I thought that children would not listen to me and it 
would be difficult for me to be a teacher but luckily everything went well. The 1st grade was very happy and 
they understood me. I had a great time with them. The 5th grade was also rather OK. I had to say some tough 
words to them but after that they began to work. At the end of the day I felt so tired but I was happy at the 
same time. I was proud of myself that I did it. J 
Annika Oja 
 

Estonian Christmas Dishes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Roast pork with baked potatoes:  
 
1.5 kg pork (neck) 
salt and pepper and spicy mustard for rubbing  
10 large potatoes 
some potato-seasoning if preferred.  
 
Buy the pork a day in advance and thoroughly rub it with salt, pepper and mustard. Keep it in the 
refrigerator until you're ready to cook it.  
This chunk of meat along with potatoes will take about 2 hours to roast.  
Some people lay strips of bacon between the potatoes, if you prefer not to go for such a greasy option 
you'll probably need to take your potatoes out a bit before the pork is done.  
GET TO KNOW MORE FROM: 
http://www.foodbuzz.com/recipes/show/701207-an-estonian-christmas-meal-roast-pork-with-sauerkraut-
black-pudding-sausages-and-oven-potatoes 
 
Spotted dog- an easily made dessert  
360g cookies 
300g marmalade 
200g butter 
3tbsp sugar 
0,5 dl 100% sweet cream 
3tbsp powdered cocoa 
 
Crumble the cookies and chop the marmalade. Whip the butter with sugar. Stir in the cream and powdered 
cocoa. Add cookies and marmalade, and mix thoroughly. Put the mixture on baking paper or food film and 
form into a roll. Roll tightly into baking paper. Put into refrigerator and leave overnight. Serve in slices. 
 
 

http://www.foodbuzz.com/recipes/show/701207-an-estonian-christmas-meal-roast-pork-with-sauerkraut-black-pudding-sausages-and-oven-potatoes
http://www.foodbuzz.com/recipes/show/701207-an-estonian-christmas-meal-roast-pork-with-sauerkraut-black-pudding-sausages-and-oven-potatoes


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 

 Our visions of the other three countries... 
  
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǳǎŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭŜǘ ƭƻƻǎŜΧ  
Cioran : The cracked curse  
Thus it is not enough to have an idea. This idea must have caught us, so that we are frightened, so that 
we must be busy with it, and so that this idea is unbearable.  
Jean Cocteau, Cinémonde, 25th September, 1950  
 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛŘŜŀΣ ά ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻns of our schools, to heighten our 
motivation by music, theatǊŜ ŀƴŘ tΦ9Φ ό {ǇƻǊǘǎύέΣ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǎΦ  
 
Within the next two years we are going to make this idea come true together with the IES Clara 
Campoamor in Mostoles ( Spain ), The Vändra High School ( Estonia ) , and the  Broughton Hall High 
School in Liverpool ( Great Britain). We want to develop a keen sense  of being part of the European 
Community by shared projects of drama, music, and sports.  
 
This idea has just begun ς thinking of the music project which took place in Spain in November.  
 
You can read about several impressions of this music project in this e-journal, additionally,  some other 
creative articles.  
Christiane Gillner, Gymnasium Groß Ilsede  (December 2009) 
 
 

 

 

Sonja Grigat  

 

Estonia: I think that in Estonia the people are 
very pallid. The weather is cold and the capital is 
called Tallinn. When I think of Estonia I 
remember a music group which was the German 
act for the Eurovision Song Contest once.  

Spain: In Spain there it is often hot, the sun 
shines and so the people have a light brown 
skin.  In that country there grow exotic plants 
like palms and there are lots of beaches on the 
Sea.  Santiago de Compostela is also in Spain 
with its great and beautiful cathedral which is a 
nice place for pilgrims who followed the Way of 
St. James.  

Great Britain: I think that the weather there is 
not so nice because lots of people say that.  
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ǌŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŀǊƳΦ ¢ƘŜ 
people are polite and they admire the Queen. 

 

Julia Nowak 

 

England: I think England is a very interesting 
country where you can get a lot of new 
impressions.  Many people say that the weather 
in England is not so good - LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ 
true!  

Spain:  When I close my eyes and think of Spain, I 
can see long beaches, the sun and people with 
summer clothes. In the cities I can see beautiful 
old houses in small streets.  Awesome.  

Estonia: I image Estonia as a small country with a 
lot of forests and an awesome landscape. I ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ LΩǾŜ 
seen are so beautiful! 


