
The aim of the first activity was to be able to calculate simple interest to find out 
which bank offers the best deal.
The second activity was a challenge to find which holiday is cheapest for a family 
of 4!

Maths

We have been applying our work on 
percentages with Year 8 and 9 to real life 

problems. 



Religious Education
As the liturgical season of Advent approaches, students in Key Stage 3 will 
explore what this seasons means to Christians and examine the common 
practises and traditions that are observed during the season.  It is often 
thought of as a time of waiting.  

Advent – meaning coming – is a period of preparation that counts down to 
the arrival of Jesus.  Students will learn about the 4 Sundays of Advent and 
how each candle on the Advent wreath expresses great meaning to the life of 
a Christian.  They will also be have the opportunity to consider how they 
themselves mark the passing of time in their own lives.  This will then be 
compared to the more contemporary ideas of Advent calendars and the 
important role made confectioners and chocolatiers have played in 
expressing their faith through their work.

Time is a common theme that is looked at in RE, be that times of specific 
religious obligations, dates of special festivals or recognising the anniversaries 
of important religious figures.



Numeracy in PE
Numeracy in Physical Education – Gymnastics 

The aim of the lesson was to investigate how long pupils can hold 
a balance for and the impact it has on their bodies. 

Pupils explored a variety of different balances experimenting with 
how many seconds they could hold a balance for. Pupils worked in 
pairs for this activity number 1’s held the balance, number 2s 
would count how many seconds their partner could hold the 
balance for. 

Once pupils held a balance for 5 seconds they worked up in odd 
numbers for example, once pupils held a balance for 5 seconds, 
they would progress to 7, 9, 11, 13 and 15 seconds.

Outcome: Pupils understood what impact holding a balance for so 
many seconds had on their bodies and identified how the lesson 
related to numeracy in Physical Education.  



Languages

Calculating prices in Spanish

The aim of this activity is to 
calculate the price of a room and to 
book a hotel in Spanish.  

Students listen and read to find out 
prices for a room and meals. After 
looking at both sets of evidence 
they should find what each person 
should pay for their booking. 

This will allow students to use 
numeracy in both languages. 

In Spanish we ensure the 
numeracy rules are used such 
sums and calculations in £ and 

Euros.



Judgement Graphs

The aim this activity is to demonstrate that 
judgements can change over time. 

Students make an initial judgement and then are 
presented with evidence that will change their 
judgement. After looking at both sets of evidence 
they should have a more balanced view point. 

This will allow students to grasp the need to be 
cautious of evidence provided to them. 

In History we ensure the numeracy rules are 
used such as labelling the y and x axis.

Numeracy in History



Geography



Numeracy in PSHE

Financial Capability

• As part of the whole school PSHE programme 
Key Stages 3, 4 and 5 are all engaged in 
lessons that have a focus on developing 
students’ financial capability knowledge and 
skills.

• During this half term Y11 students have been 
focusing on developing their knowledge of 
different types of bank accounts including the 
importance of having a savings account.  They 
know how important it is to manage their 
finances through budgeting to enable them to 
meet all their financial commitments

Mrs Spike’s class were extremely engaged with 
the first lesson on opening a bank account 
asking lots of interesting questions.  They were 
fascinated by the concept of banks paying 
interest into savings accounts.  
One Y11 student said

“ I didn’t realise I could have my 
own bank account now.  That’s 
brilliant!  I am going to open 
one at the weekend.”



Focus

In Drama, a number of warm up games that promote focus and concentration are 
numeracy based.  

21: The class stand in a circle facing out so that they can’t see each other. Students 
must count up to 21, only one student can say a number at one time and students 
must not create a pattern. If two students say a number at one time, or a pattern 
begins to emerge (e.g. The same students say the same numbers) the class go back 
to the start. 

7’s: Students count from 1-7 around the circle tapping the shoulder that matches 
the direction they want to pass the numbers around in e.g. Tap the left shoulder 
sends it left, change to right shoulder then the counting changes direction. The 
students who says ‘7’ must point above their head in the direction they want  the 
new sequence to begin.  As classes improve in this game then the counting is done 
in silence. 

Numeracy in Drama



Science
Numeracy in Science

Science – As part of the new GCSEs our 
students are required to carry out 
required practical's in each discipline. In 
Physics one of these practical involves 
measuring the potential difference and 
current in  circuit in order to work out the 
resistance. Different components are 
then substituted into the circuit to see 
how resistance changes. This requite a 
lot of dexterity and visualisation plus 
using technology (multi-meters) to 
record the different values. Finally 
plotting the values in both positive and 
negative axes allows the students to put 
into practice one of the more difficult to 
understand parts of maths



ICT – As part of their GCSE 
coursework, pupils had to 
create a spreadsheet for a 
movie streaming company 
which solved various 
problems. Some of these 
problems were finding out 
the total revenue made 
from different categories, 
working out the average 
amount of movies sold and 
if the target revenue was 
met after a discount of 10% 
was applied.

Numeracy in ICT



Pulse & Rhythm

In Music, it’s vital all students have a strong sense of beat (pulse) 
& a good understanding of rhythm (the lengths of notes).

We have to keep working hard to identify, internalise & count 
pulse beats correctly.

We also have to keep practising how long a note should be held on 
for and ensure we add up rhythmic symbols correctly so that each 
bar adds up to the correct number of beats (the time signature).  
As we start to use Logic software for composition, our 
understanding of values & fractions helps us use the piano roll 
function (which uses a grid to measure note values) & the 
quantize function (which makes our music play perfectly in time).

Scientists believe there are links between musical participation & 
improvements in mathematical skills.  The high-level cognitive 

functions which develop via playing an instrument support one’s 
ability to achieve in academic subjects such as mathematics.

Numeracy in Music


